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What are USDA School Meal Programs?

USDA= United States Department of Agriculture

üNSLP: National School Lunch Program

üSBP: School Breakfast Program

üAfterschool Snack Program

üFresh Fruit and Vegetable Program

üAt-Risk Afterschool Program



What are USDA Community Nutrition Programs?

USDA= United States Department of Agriculture

üCACFP: Child and Adult Care Food Program

üSFSP: Summer Food Service Program



Why are Child Nutrition Programs important?

üChild Nutrition Programs help fight hunger and obesity by 
reimbursing organizations such as schools, childcare centers, and 
after-school programs for providing healthy meal to children.

üCongregate meals, with nutritional requirements provide immediate 
nutritional support AND support lifetime healthy habits

üPre-pandemic, our programs serve nearly 156 million meals/year



What happened with school meal programs during the 
pandemic?

March ðAugust 2020

üWA schools and OSPI took immediate action

üUSDA waivers provided flexibility

ÁMeals free of charge for all

ÁNon-congregate meals

üFocus on providing nutritional support to students





What happened with school meal programs during the 
pandemic?

School Year 20-21

üUSDA waivers provided flexibility:

ÁMeals Free of Charge for All

ÁNon-congregate

ÁMultiple Meals at a time

üSupply Chain Issues

ÁWorked closely with WA State Dairy Council

ÁWorked with Distributors

ÁPurchased individual serving size items





What happened with school meal programs during the 
pandemic?

School Year 21-22

üUSDA waivers allowed all students to have access to meals free 

of charge.







What happened with child nutrition programs during 
the pandemic?

üAdditional supports to program operators

ÁEmergency Operating Costs ðfederal

ÁSupply Chain Assistance Funds ðfederal

ÁESSER Funds  - federal / state

ÁAdditional USDA Foods - federal



What happened with child nutrition programs during 
the pandemic?

üAdditional supports for children


